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Letter From The President
I don’t want to give you false hope but the lake level is dropping. It 

depends who you use as an expert but the level is down 12 inches plus 
as of  the day this was written. If  you look at the lake it doesn’t appear 
the there is much water gone until you look at the old landmarks that 
are reappearing on your shoreline. Hope is a good thing and that is 
what we all need now. May 7 we had an informational meeting with 
over 60 members attending and hearing some of  the changes that will 
take place when reconstruction starts to take place latter this year or 
next year. You need to check with your counties zoning office to get the 
correct information. 

Our annual meeting will be moved back to July 23rd due to the 
events surrounding the flooding. We will not have a pancake feed on 
the Sunday following the meeting instead we will have a Brat and 
Hamburger feed the night of  the annual meeting. Also we will have 
prizes to add to the information you can gather at the meeting. Also 
there will be an election of  officers and if  any members wish to run you 
can contact Jackie Baldwin at jack1670@hotmail.com: Also include a 
quick resume telling us a little about yourself. 

See you next month.
— Roger Starks - LPADA President

An informational meeting was 
called to order by LPADA board 
president Roger Starks at 9:00 AM.

Larry Furney discussed the lake 
wide garbage collection. The sani-
tary district is a non profit organiza-
tion and if  the garbage collection is 
not paid by lake residents then the 
loan does not get paid and the resi-
dents who do get their garbage col-
lected will have to pay a higher rate 
to make up the difference. There 
may be some garbage refunds for 
people who have been unable to get 
their garbage collected.

Larry stated that the sanitary 
district will have roll off  containers 
located at Prestrude’s boat landing, 
South of  Laveview, 170 N Lake 
Drive, 302/304 S Lake Drive and 
SE Lake Drive near storage sheds 
for a period of  3-4 weeks. 

Steve Foss asked if  there was 
anyone that has a location where 
construction workers can rent while 
working on areas around the lake. 
Steve also informed everyone on 
the progress of  construction taking 
place at the church camp.

Dave Schaefer from the Ham-
lin County Office of  Emergency 
Management stated that there was 
27,000 tons of  fill used and 165,000 
sandbags. The D.O.C filled 27,000 
sandbags in the 3 days that they 
were at the lake. There was also 
6,000 filled sandbags received from 
Codington County. Dave also stated 
that the lake level is down 12.97”. 
As the river continues to drop the 
lake will continue to drop. Dave 
instructed everyone not to be in a 

hurry and to leave the sandbags and 
other protection where they are in 
case of  large amounts of  rain.

Dave stated that the county has 
updated their zoning ordinances 
and homes that are built need an 
elevation certificate that is 7’ above 
the ordinary high water mark. Ev-
ery deck, fence and stairs that are 
constructed need to have a build-
ing permit. There is to be no struc-
tures within 50’ of  high water mark, 
which includes structures that were 
damaged and need to be replaced. 
There is a per day violation if  or-
dinance is not followed. Individual 
home owners can apply for FEMA 

assistance but it’s hard to obtain. 
Dave also stated that Hwy 21 be-
tween Hayti and Lake Norden won’t 
be used this year. 

Todd Struwe from the Brookings 
county Office of  Emergency Man-
agement stated that South Lake Dr 
is in Brookings County and has de-
clared 16th individual disaster dec-
laration. Todd stated to keep all re-
ceipts from flood costs because there 
may be ways to collect money from 
the IRS on tax returns. The zon-
ing ordinance in Brookings county 
states that new structures need to be 
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There is an old adage-“These are the times that try 
men’s soul”. It is not so important to fixate on the source 
of  this saying as it is to look past the huge job most of  
us will face this summer in restoring our lake properties. 
Let’s look back together to other days and recall some of  
our memories made here at Lake Poinsett. Many of  us 
will see kids and grandkids and their smiles. Swimming, 
fishing, boating, skipping rocks and maybe even picking 
Grandma’s flowers? Lot’s of  fish both big and small-
some caught last summer and others caught years ago. 
All ages have enjoyed wetting their lines right here, and 
will again in days to come. Many, many people caught 
their first fish right here at Lake Poinsett. I recall one 93 
year old lady and her first Northern Pike. Who had a 
bigger smile? Her or her granddaughter? I recall a little 
neighbor girl who proudly showed me her two pockets 
full of  little toads. Another smile comes to mind when 
I see a young boy and his first fire-fly. Grandpa had to 
find a jar for such a treasure. A granddaughter watch-
ing the airplane bugs on the end of  the dock. Those 
blue dragonflies had got a new descriptive name? This 
month as in years past the eerie call of  the loon echoes 
across or lake. What a hauntingly beautiful sound to 
our ears?

Many folks may be tempted to burn debris when we 
have a shore again? Please consider your neighbor-that 
smoke may not be welcome to the folks down wind. Bon 
fires are pleasant to look at and appeal to human kinds 
marvel of  a primal time of  long ago. I recall our neigh-
bors twin boys romping on the shoreline near the dock, 
and learning those innocent gray ash of  last nights fire 
are hazardous to bare feet.

“Lake Memories”

So many places on the lake have and will grow 
beautiful flowers! What an addition to the beauty of  
our green grass yards and hillsides. If  you stop to pause 
and remember we are really blessed to have so many 
folks who worked so hard to make their property a place 
to be proud of. Our Methodist Church Camp had wa-
tered seeds of  faith for both young and not so young for 
over 60 years now. They may be a little water logged 
today, but look forward to helping grow many more 
seeds in the future. The camping experience there for 
many hundred has changed lives and planted lifelong 
memories. The Lake Poinsett State Campground area 
changed from native grass hillsides with perhaps four 
trees along the entire shore to what we and our visitors 
see and enjoy today. It is a great place to go back to na-
ture and unwind from today’s busy life with a hike or to 
just spend quiet time by the campfire. Good memories 
all!

Very shortly we will celebrate Memorial Day. For 
many who are knee deep in water and debris it will be 
a muted celebration. Remember those flags and the 
veterans who graves they mark. Remember friends 
and family who are now resting from their journey of  
life. Recall and be glad for the neighbors who shared 
our joy and made memories here at the lake. Parents, 
Grandparents, spouses and children have scattered to 
the winds in this circle of  life that knows no end. We are 
left to recall and cherish our times together. The Lake 
Poinsett area is s special place! We are so fortunate to 
have been a part in making those memories!

— Harlan Olson

3’ above the high water mark. Todd stated that there 
will be surveys and inspections of  damaged property.

Todd also stated that if  there are home owners who 
are not taking care of  their property and are causing 
a nuisance of  the property a complaint can be filed in 
Brookings County.

Watershed coordinator Rick Smith stated that 100% 
of  the watershed project is a water quality issue. Rick 
stated that in order to  adequately establish your shore-
line a black water proof  mat must be laid under the 

Continued from page 1 rock in order to prevent the soil behind the rock from 
washing into the lake. Rock alone does not prevent ero-
sion. Rick also stated that if  a steel wall is constructed 
it will need to have an angle to it so it diffuses the wave. 
Monster blocks look like they have been tipping over.

Kristi Noem stated that Hamlin County has unique 
damage from the flood waters and that the request for 
FEMA money has been submitted. The governor is 
sending requests for help with flood damage, although 
there is no set time frame when the funds will be com-
ing.



MINN-KOTA PEST CONTROL SERVICES INC.: Licensed and member of  National Pest Management 
Association. “Locally owned business” out of  Hendricks, Minn, Call Dave to take care of  all you pest control 
needs. Call 1-877-299-3878 or 507-275-3878. Expanding my business to the GLACIAL LAKES AREA!

TIM’S CUTTING EDGE: Industrial and Household Sharpening and Sales, Mowing Tilling, Cleanup “We 
Mow So You Can Go” Tim and Elise West, owners, 214 Main St., Estelline, SD 57234. Phone 873-2208.

R&L SATELLITE SALES: Your local retailer for Dish Network Satellite TV, Direct TV and WildBlue Sat-
ellite Internet. Located on US Hwy. 81, Lake Poinsett, (605) 983-5430.

ANTIQUES: Oak and primitive furniture, crockery, glassware, cabin/lodge items. Arlington Antique Mall, 
Arlington, SD. Hours 10-4 Tuesday-Saturday. Reasonable prices. (605) 695-6967.

SEPTIC TANK PUMPING: For all you septic tank pumping needs, Call Schwartz Manure hauling & Sep-
tic Service Inc. We’ve expanded our business and change dour name. We offer the same prompt, reliable service 
you’ve become accustomed to. Ron and Trevor Schwartz, owners. Call (605-629-4791 or (605)695-0076.

STATE LINE TREE SERVICE, INC.: Tree trimming and removal, stump grinding, brush cleanup, tree 
moving, firewood, mulch, misc boom truck work (reaches 53’), free estimates. Also, we cut for HD electric and will 
be trimming around the lake again this summer. Call us today for your residential tree service needs and we’ll work 
you into the schedule. Call Dennis at 605-272-5365 or 605-695-5365

THE DOCK DOCTOR: Pat’s Welding: repairs docks, boat and jet ski lifts, propellers. Call 605-690-9588

BUFFALO RIDGE PROPERTY SERVICES: Vinyl, Chain Link, Privacy, Split Rail, Flag Poles, and Mail-
boxes. Installation, Maintenance, Renovation and Removal. www.buffaloridgefence.com (605) 690- 6776.

D-BUG-IT:  We know what has been bugging you!, D-Bug-It is specialized in spraying for all type of  insects. 
Please call to schedule an application 605-690- 3855 Mike Weinberg - Local Area Commercial & Residential 
licensed pest technician.

FOR SALE: 12 Sections of  4’X4’ Cedar Decking, 3 years old, stored inside for winter.  $350. Steve Kilgour 
157 Prairie Quay Drive, 605-201-7778

REAL ESTATE: If  you are considering buying or selling your lake home, allow me to assist you. I am a 
long-time resident of  Lake Poinsett and am very familiar with the area. Verdelle Anderson with Century 21. (605) 
520-3864.

JOHNNY-ON-THE-SPOT: Portable toilet rental- Clean dependable service.  Rentals for Special events, 
Construction sites. Central Business Supply, Brookings.  605-692-6363   cell 690-6363.

LAKESIDE PHOTOGRAPHY: Taking professional images of  families, seniors and children. Call Cindy 
Carlson today at 605-873-2236 or 605-957-5609. email: cccarlson@itctel.com 

BULL PEN STEAK HOUSE: All you can eat Seafood Buffet May 21st. 511 Main Ave, Lake Norden, SD 
(605)785-3111

Classifieds
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LPADA Board of Directors
Name Address Lake Address Term
Roger Starks 2308 Sheffield Ave. 120 N. Lake Dr. 2011
  Sioux Falls, SD 57106 rstarks@howaltmcdowell.com
Marvin Nofziger 106 W. Lake Dr. 106 W. Lake Dr. 2011
 983-5641 Arlington, SD 57212 mlnofziger@msn.com
Betty Arendsee 178 S. Lake Dr. 178 S. Lake Dr.  2011
 983-3931 Arlington, SD 57212 fairwaybetty@yahoo.com
Chris Fischer 3704 S. Lewis Crt. 248 SE Lake Dr. 2013
 335-6073 Sioux Falls, SD 57106 cfisher@buildingproductsinc.
com
Garry Grorud 132 E. Lake Dr. 132 E. Lake Dr. 2011
 873-2783 Estelline, SD 57234 mggrorud@itctel.com
Mike Glavaris 144 South Point Dr. 144 South Point Dr. 2011
 881-1119 Arlington, SD 57212 mglavaris@yahoo.com
Pius Lacher 172 W. Lake Dr. 172 W. Lake Dr. 2011
 983-4673 Arlington, SD 57212 pjlacher@yahoo.com
Harlan Olson 45667 197th St. 308 E. Lake Dr. 2011
 983-5332 Arlington, SD 57212 
Sue Peters 4400 River Oaks Cir. 244 SE Lake Dr. 2012
  Sioux Falls, SD 57105 speters@office-interiors.com
Robert Quigley 5600 St. John Ave. 122 SE Lake Dr. 2012
  Sioux Falls, SD 57106 pelicanregf@aol

Name Address Lake Address Term
Lowell Richards 108 West Fir St. 124 W. Lake Dr. 2013
 582-6182 Brandon, SD 57005 jlrichards@alliancecom.net
Craig Schoen 3701 Amy Circle 224 S. Lake Dr. 2013
  Sioux Falls, SD 57103 craig@liftproequipment.com
John Top 170 E. Lake Dr. 170 E. Lake Dr. 2012
 873-2782 Estelline, SD 57234 jbtop@itctel.com
Dennis Nemmers 130 N. Lake Dr. 130 N. Lake Dr. 2013
 873-9355 Castlewood, SD 57223 denemmers@hotmail.com
Randy Lee 6808 W. 32nd St. 134 N. Lake Dr. 2011
  Sioux Falls, SD 57106 rlee@sio.midco.net
PJ Turner PO Box 302 166 NE Lake Dr. 2012
  Estelline, SD 57234 pjtgenesee@comcast.net
Virginia Weeks 125 16th Ave. 208 S. Lake Dr. 2011
  Brookings, SD 57006 ginyweeks@gmail.com
Larry Hamre 1247 S. Stoney Point Ct. 242 S. Lake Dr. 2013
  Sioux Falls, SD 57106
Secretary/Treasurer:
Jackie Baldwin 332 W. Lake Dr. 332 W. Lake Dr. Secretary
 881-4402 Lake Norden, SD 57248 jbaldwin@itctel.com 


